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Abstract

Tracking Jeong Yak-yong and Choi Je-u’s Thought about
Divinity in Man’s Soul
(From the Linked Pespective)

Dao Vu Vu

Ph.D. Researcher,

Department of Oriental Philosophy, Institute of Philosophy,

Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences

In this manuscript, the author recognizes that the 21st century
is the era of the 4th Industrial revolution and Al, as well as the era
of divinity, which is believed to have been beginning in earnest
due to the invasion and influence of the West to the East from the
19th century. Divinity can be defined in many ways depending
on different perspectives, but in this manuscript, divinity is used
as a word to express the unity of man and God, the divine nature
awakened in the human mind or the deepest level of consciousness.
This concept originates from finding three commonalities which
were Sang-je/God, Yeong-myeong, and Sim when examining Jeong
Yak-yong and Choi Je-u’s thought about man’s soul.

This manuscript analyzed the Yeong-myeong-ji-sim(#.2.0») of
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Tasan Jeong Yak-yong and the Heo-ryeong-ji-sim(#%2.0>) of Suun
Choi Je-u from the linked pespective. Tasan’s Yeong-myeong-ji-sim
was explained as the essence of life, shining brightly rather than
darkly, ruling over the human body and preventing the human mind
from immobilization. Suun’s Heo-ryeong-ji-sim was rediscovered
through his mystical experience. It was described as an empty deep
space which can respond to and penetrate things without leaving a
trace, and the ability to know everything or insight of everything.

As a result of comparing two thinkers’ thought about divinity,
it was possible to understand that there was a movement from
Tasan’s thought to Suun’s thought. Based on the perspective of ‘the
unity of man and God’ or divinity to follow up the remarks of other
Joseon Confucian scholars, the author came to an inference that
the schools of Joseon Confucianism were never heterogeneous but
complementary to each other. Therefore, the writer would like to
suggest a direction to re-examining Joseon Confucianism from the
pespective of ‘the unity of man and God, which appropriates for the

age of divinity nowadays.

Key Words | Jeong Yak-yong, Choi Je-u, Joseon Confucianism, the

unity of man and God, Divinity.
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